
KRCH, 1925 MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW 133 

h t : l  I 
I Superior 
I 

. __  - . __ ___ . . . . .__ 

Mean level during March 1925: ~ Pert 
Above mean sea lerel’at New York ._.___ ~ 

Mean stage of February. 1925 _ _ _ _  .-. - :  
hlean stage of March. 19 X.... _ _ _ _ _ _  _ I  
Average stage for March last 10 years-; 
Highest recordcd hIarch stage.. - - -. - 
Lowest recorded March stage-. . -. .__: 

ljoo. 80 

-a 19 
-0.28 
-a 85 
- 1.52 
+a 11 

Above or below- 

In connection with the Connecticut River it is inter- 
esting to note that all records for continuous navigat.ion 
of the lower river have been surpassed. the river having 
been open without intermission smce March 31, 1933. 

The second flood of importance was that. of the 
Wabash River of Indiana and Illinois. It was caused 
by the heavy rains of March 1 3  and 14 over the Wabash 
drainage basin. At Lafayette, Ind., the crest stage of 
22 feet on March 15, was 11 feet above the flood stage, 
while below Lafa.yette the crests averaged from 4 t.0 
5 feet above the flood stages. 

As there were no growmg crops in the lowlands the 
losses were small, probably as much as $20,000, mostly 
through enforced suspension of certain business actirit.ies 
in the urban c1istriot.s. The reported ralue of the prop- 
erty saved through t.hn Weather Bureau warnings was 
$30,000. 

An ice gor e about 5 miles in length and 20 feet in 
height forme 5 between Mmch 3 and 5 in the Missouri 
River from the mouth of t,he Niobrara River west,ward. 
Bottom lands in some places were under 12 feet of water, 
but fortunately the ice gave awa in about 3G hours 
ant1 the river gadua.lly receded. garnings were issued 
promltly upon receipt of t.he first adFices and the re- 
porteh losses were ouly $2,500, while the savincr of 
pr0pert.y by reason of the warnings was estimate> a t  
$8,000. 
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Cahaba. Centervillr \la.. . ______._________ 
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MEAN LAKE LEVELS DURING MARCH, 1935 

By UNITED STATES LAKE SURVEY 
[Detroit, Mich., Apr. 7, 19251 

The following tlatii are reported in the “Notice to 
Mariners’’ of the. ahove date: 

Lakes 1 
I 
! 

1 Lake St. Cldr’s level: In March, 1925, 573.41 feet. 

FLOOD PROTECTION IN WICHITA, KANS. 

By 5. P. PETERSON 

[Weather Bureau, Wichita. Pans.] 

The city of Wichita is situated at  the confluence of 
the Big Arkansas and the Little hkansas Rivers, the 

oh the southwestern Big Arkansas River 
a southeasterly trend and the 

Little Arkansas flowing in a very winding course south- 
ward through the northwestern part of the city and 
emptyinu int.0 the Big L4rkansas River a short distance to 
the nortxwest of t.he central business section. To the 
east of these two riveis lies about two-thirds of the city. 
and this part is hisec.t,ed by Chisholm creek and its con- 
t,inuation. t,he drainage canal. which flows in a eneral 
aout,liward rliret.t.ioii through it. emptying into t a e Big 
.lrlinnsns River a short distance below the city. 

The sit.e nf t,lw c.it,y of Wichita. has been subjected to 
t.lirc!e estensiva floods, one in IY77. one in 1904, and the 
I&. in 1%?:$. ’i’hcrc have ~ l s o  been seyeral minor floods. 
I n  rxtensiw Ilnoiling the overflow waters of t.he three 
st,rca.rns bend t.o nirrge a.nd foriii a slirtllow lake, covering 
niuch of t,he city nut1 surrounding territory. 

1niineclint.ely after the flood of 1904 action was taken 
to control the floncl waters, especially of the Little 
Brkanstrs River and Chisholm Creek (then flowing in its 
natural winding cnurse sout,hwartl thrnugh the eastern 
portion of the city) as t-hese two streams caused the most 
damaging overflows. This cnntrol was accomplished 
to a certain ext.ent by constructing d kes alon the 
portion of the Little Arkansas River gom whicg the 
overflow waters nioved toward the central business 
section and bv clearin the channel of that portion of 
the stream of such o E structions aa would hinder the 
streamflow, while through the section drained b 

was dug from the Stock Yards district, near the extreme 
northern portion of the city to the mouth of the stream, 
eliminating the windings of this stream within most of 
the city, making a straight course for the streamflow 
and also it considerably larger channel capacity than 

gassing art of the city wit 

Chisholm Creek, a canal (the present drainage can J ) 


